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OUTPATIENT TREATMENT

Psycho-educational Groups
Individual and Group Therapy
Evening Outpatient Groups
Medication Assisted
Treatment (MAT)
12-Step Meetings
Family Services
Continuing Care

Medically monitored, Sub-
acute, Residential
Detoxification
Men's Residential Program
Women's Residential
Program
Family Care Center
Recovery Residences
Employment Services
Health Services
Continuing Care

RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMS

Our Programs and Services

Ascensa Health is open to anyone seeking treatment for addiction and co-
occurring mental health disorders. Clients of Ascensa Health are low-income
men and women, veterans and families with children. Many are experiencing
homelessness, do not have health insurance, and cannot afford treatment.

WHO WE SERVE

Ascensa Health's services are based on the belief that addiction is a disease
and that treatment must focus on the whole person. The agency uses an
evidence based approach that addresses substance abuse as well as mental,
behavioral, and physical health.

WHAT WE DO

Ascensa Health provides a behavioral health system of care that sustains
recovery and returns individuals to their communities and families.

OUR MISSION

About Us

For 60 years, Ascensa Health has provided treatment for
the disease of addiction and co-occurring mental health
disorders, helping individuals and families rebuild their
lives to become healthy, self-sufficient, and productive. 

The agency was founded in 1962 as a halfway house in
Atlanta to address the rising problem of chronic alcoholic
court offenders in the community. Today, Ascensa Health
is an accredited and licensed treatment center that is
steadfastly committed to adhering to the highest
standards of service delivery.

Our History

A Letter from our CEO
“60 years of service. 60 years of serving the Atlanta community. Saving the lives of thousands of individuals, our history is like none other.”

We are celebrating our 60th Anniversary! Celebrating 60 years in any field is an accomplishment. In 1962, a halfway house was founded to
address the rising problem of the chronic alcoholic court offenders in the community and was known as St. Jude’s House.   

Over the years we have continued to provide treatment for the disease of addiction and mental health disorders to individuals who are
homeless, low-income, and cannot afford life-saving treatment. We have stayed true to our mission of providing a behavioral health system
of care that sustains recovery and returns individuals to their communities and families.

The agency continues to grow its programs,
building its 8th facility- the Healthcare

Center. The agency rebrands to
Ascensa Health.

2010s & 20s
The agency was founded

and opened a halfway
house for men called 

St. Jude's House.

1960s
The agency gains

recognition and support
from local and 

national leaders.

1970s & 80s
The agency experiences rapid growth,
purchasing 7 facilities and expanding

programs. The agency changes its
name to St. Jude’s Recovery Center.

1990s & 2000s

Suzanne Shaffer
President & CEO

We officially changed our name to Ascensa Health, completing our re-branding process.
Newsweek Magazine named Ascensa Health’s Men’s Program as one of America’s Best Addiction Treatment Centers.
We received the Partner Award from Federal Probation for our collaborative Outpatient Treatment Program
We received the award for Outstanding Behavioral Health Provider for Region 3 from the Georgia Department of Behavioral Health & Developmental Disabilities

This has been an amazing year! 

As we honor our past and look to the future, I would like to thank the Atlanta community for their continued support for these past 60 years. I am grateful to our
staff and Board of Directors for their steadfast commitment, compassion, and dedication. Together we have made a difference.

Our longevity in the community speaks to our ability to adapt and change which shows our resilience as we move forward to next year with optimism!

With gratitude,

Our Clients

62%
of clients have a co-occurring
mental health disorder

26%
of clients were experiencing 
homelessness at time of admission

100%
of clients were below the federal 
poverty level at admission

100%
of clients were admitted on
the same day as their interview

Our Impact

98%
of clients who entered the  
Employment Services Program
became employed

85%
of clients exited agency programs 
to permanent housing

100%
of clients maintained or improved
their physical health

82%
of clients received onsite medical treatment

100%
of babies were born drug free while their
mothers were in treatment

92%
of clients were above the federal 
poverty level at discharge

41%
of clients completed the 
Intensive Day Treatment program

100%
of clients with a prior felony
became employed

72%
of federal probation clients 
completed treatment
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Treatment Received

Referral Sources

EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE
John Dryman, Chair
Jared Degnan, Vice Chair
John Dickson III, Treasurer
Joe Orr, Secretary

ADVISORY
COMMITTEE
Mitch Fillhaber
Glenn Graves, CPP
Ty White
B. Kathleen Skipper
Pete Livezey
David M. Evans
Ken Ashley
Sean Mackenzie

EMERITUS 
BOARD
Lisa Bennett
Chuck Alexander
Buzz Anderson
Emily Thomas Kendrick
The Honorable C. Ray        

Brent Wilson
Ali S. Yarbou, CCM

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
Becky Vaughn
Bryan Benedict
Dennis McClelland
English Alexander

John "Jack" Dalton
Kevin Johnson
Linda Hill
Christopher Nazareth
Rosina Seydel
Suzanne Russo
Trey Carter

Robinson
Mullins

Thank You to Our Donors 
BUSINESSES
Advantage Office Solutions
Atlanta Forum
Carlen R, Inc.
Foundry 45, LLC
Havertys Furniture Company
Henssler & Associates
Mileshko
Terell Law LLC

FOUNDATIONS
Akers Foundation Inc.
Ballard Family Fund
Bank of America Foundation
Bob Barker Company Foundation
Colonial Hill Foundation
Conrads Family Foundation
David, Helen and Marian Woodward Fund
H. English and Ermine Cater Robinson Foundation
Home Depot Foundation
Jim and Stacy Scott Foundation
Laura Lofaro Freeman Charitable Fund
Merck Foundation
Paul B. & Mildred Seydel Foundation, Inc.
PayPal Charitable Giving Fund
Sartain Lanier Family Foundation, Inc,
St. Luke's Episcopal Church 
Thalia and Michael C. Carlos Foundation
The Edward Colston Foundation, Inc.
The Jals Family Foundation
Wink and Mark Wynne Fund

GOVERNMENT
Department of Behavioral Health and     

Emergency Food and Shelter Program
Fulton County Community Services Program

Developmental Disability (DBHDD)

INDIVIDUALS
A Emmett Barnes, IV
Alex Robinson
Amy Fossett
Andrew Billing
Andy Currie
Angel Flores
Angie Purvine
Bert & Diane Light
Bill and Ellie Davis
Bobbie Starr
Brent Johnson
Brian and Laura Henry
Brooke Wilds
C. Ray and Beverly L. Mullins
Carolyn Dixon Wynn

INDIVIDUALS CONT.
Carter D. Pope
Charles and Renee Day
Charles Doty
Chip Shirley
Chris Schroder
Christopher Withers
Craig B. Jones
Dale Lewis
Daphne Crowe
Dean Rogers
Emmett and Lori Bradford
Eric and Emily Olsen
Eric Bleke
Frank and Laura Corrigan
Gail Cordial
Gay Colyer
Gene Milner, Jr.
Hamilton and Julia Reynolds
J. Stephen Olsen
Jack Evans
Jack J. Dalton
Jared Degnan
Jessica Baker
Jim and Patty Hatcher
John Decker
John Lochridge
John S. Dryman
Joseph k. Orr, IV
Kara Lopez
Kathleen Meszaros
Keith Wood
Khalil Johnson
Kim Weaver
Laci Post
Louise Patterson Gardner
M Kwatra
Mark L. Docterman
Mark Moore
Mary and John Bonds
Matt Hawkins
Michael S. Brown
Nancy Carpenter
Neal Quirk 
Network For Good
Patrick Joseph
Peter Moister
Richard and Claudia Demayo
Robert Peterson, Sr.
Robert Strickland
Robyn Degnan
Rosenia Bailey
Rosina Seydel
Ross George
Sheldon Taylor
Shelly Taylor

INDIVIDUALS CONT.
Shepard Bryan Benedict
Stephen Boyd
Stephen C Owings
Steve Massell
Susan Pritt
Suzanne Russo
Suzanne Shaffer
T Brooks Patterson
Tal Dryman
Terry and Margaret Moyer
Theresa Callozzo
Thomas Overton
Timothy Jones
Todd and Suzanne Evans
Tom and Amy Brown
Tonja Hampton
Trinity Riordan
William T Sherman
William Hollett
William J. Tribble
William R. Bridges
Yueh Ju Chen

WORKPLACE GIVING
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Charities Aid Foundation
Costco Employee Giving
DeKalb School Employees Foundation
Exelon Foundation Employee Giving Campaign
GA Power Club of Hearts, Inc.
Givinga Foundation, Inc.
IBM Employee Charitable Giving Campaign
IBM Retiree Charitable Campaign
Johnson & Johnson Foundation
Make My Donation, Inc.
Panorama Global Fund
Shell Employee Giving Program
Target Corporation Employee Giving 
The Blackbaud Giving Fund
The Home Depot Charity Custodial
Truist by Frontstream
US Bank Foundation Employee Matching Gift Program
UPS Employee Giving

UNITED WAY
KPMG Gives c/o Bergen County United Way
SunTrust United Way Campaign
United Way Mile High
United Way of Central Maryland
United Way of Greater Atlanta
United Way of Greater Milwaukee & Waukesha County
United Way of Metro Chicago
United Way Suncoast

“When I came to Ascensa
Health, I felt so scared,

defeated, totally hopeless 
and alone. Ascensa Health 
has truly changed my life- 
I'm a new person who has

hope in today."
 

- J. M.
Residential Client

“I was on a path of losing
everything. Ascensa Health

saved my life. I now look
forward to my future 
without drugs, free, 

clean and sober."
 

- A. N.
Residential Client

“Before coming to Ascensa
Health, I was ready to give up
and felt like it did not matter

if I lived or died. Ascensa
Health loved me until I 

could love myself."
 

- R. G.
Residential Client

County
1.4%

United Way
1.5%

Private
7.1%

State
18.3%

Federal
71.7%

Ascensa Health owns and operates eight facilities in Metro Atlanta
and consistently operates with a balanced budget and is debt free. 

Financial Highlights

Criminal Legal System 25%

Family/Friend 23%

DFCS 3%
Hospitals/Crisis 10%

Internet 5%

Self 27% 

Other Treatment Program 5% Other 2%


